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CONFIDENTIAL: To be treated as strictly confidential until released for publi- 
‘ cation as follows:~. oo 


MORNING PAPERS : TUESDAY, 24TH SEPTEMBER, 1946 ~ 
EVENING PAPERS : TURSDAY, 24TH SHPTEMBSR, 1946 ME 5 Mee 
BULLETIN OF UNEMPLOYMENT AND SICKNESS BENEFITS STATISTICS | 
JULY, 1946 : 


This summary issued by the Commonwealth Statistician (Dr. Roland Wilson) 
covers the operations of the Unemployment and Sickness Benefits Act, 1944, during the 
month of July, 1946. 


The Act provides for the payment of benefit to persons whose normal earnings 
have been interrupted through unemployment or temporary incapacity. The Act also 
provides a third class of bonofit - designated Special Benefit = which gives a measure of 
assistance to those porsons who, on account of some spocial circumstances, cannot comply 
with the statutory requirements relating to unomployment or sickness bonefit, and who are 
prevented from oarning a livelihood and aro in neod. : a 


The rate of bonefit por wock is 25 shillings for a marricd pcorson or an 
unmarricd adult, plus 20 shillings for a dopondont spouse and 5 shillings if tho 
claimant has tho custody, care and control of ono or moro children undor 16 yoars of ago. 
Thus tho maximum benefit is £2.10s. por wook. For unmarriod juvoniles tho rato of 
benefit is 15 shillings if under 18 yoars, and 20 shillings if 18 and undcr 21 years, 


A claimant is allowed a cortain incomo without tho rato of bonofit boing 
effected. Boyond this allowable amount, the rato is roduced by tho amount of the excoss 
income, 


The numbors of recipionts of bonefit do not ombraco tho total unompl oymont 
and sickness in tho community. Uncmploymont or sicknoss of less than seven days 
duration is not covered dus to tho provision in the Act of a “waiting period” of this 

-longth of timo during which no benefit is payable. Permanent incapacity is not included 
as this is covered by tho Invalid and Old Age Pensions Act. Tho application of the —- 
"means test" oxcludes another group from bonefit. | 


The. numbor of “persons on benefit" in this summary relates to principal 
'boneficiarigs who would normally be breadwinnors. Dependants of such beneficiaries are 
not ineludod. 


GENSRAL 


Owing to circumstances boyond the control of this Buroau no bulletin hag been 
issued since that for November, 1945. Futuro bullctins, it is hopod, will be issued at 
monthly intervels. | 


Tho results of the first yoar's operations are boing tebulatod in detail at 
present and a bulletin will be issucd within tho noxt few wocks giving a detailed 
analysis for tho yesr ended 30th Junc, 1946. Tho total number of transactions for the 
yoar is set out bolow. 


The information containod in this bullotin has boon compiled from data mado 
available by the Department of Social Sorvices. 





SUMMARY = CLAIMS AM TTD, EXITS, PERSONS ON BUNEFIT. 


Tho following tables show tho number of benefits granted and discontinuod 


during the yoar ended June, 1946 and during July, 1946 and beneficiarios remaining on 
benefit at 30th June and 3ist July, 1946:- 


CLAIMS ADMITTED, ETC., FROM 1ST JULY, 1945 TO 30TH JUNE 1946: AUSTRALIA 





Claims admitted Wie a 
Class of during vear Zxits during year 


Benefit Males | Females 


On benefit at 
__ 30th June, 1946 


j{¥omilos | Pergons [Males [Fomalos [Persons 





Persons| Malos 








Unemployment ..|63,622| 12,212] 75,834 : 8,451; 4381 8,889 
Sicknoss 0 31,974 | 6,471] 38,445 651271 1,377 | 7,504 
Sheetal reo) alae 282 20 


| Abe 10 30 
TOTAL? 99,721 ; 18,840 Sie oot. | 14,598 1,925 46,523. 


CLAIMS ADVITTED, RTC., DURING JULY, 1946 : AUSTRALIA 









| | «G18 ims aamittod | oxits during | On benofit at 
eee during July, 1946 Jul: 


Unemployment .. | 3,981 
Sickness ee 3,499 
Special oe 20 


Total: 7,500} 1,055 8,555 | 6,430| 847 





ae Sect hacia TAIT ey CPS ee 


BENSFITS PAID 


The benefits paid in respect of oach class of benefit in each Stato during 
July, 1946 are shown in tho following tablo:- | 


AMOUNT OF BONEFITS PAID DURING JULY, 1946 : STATES 








Unomploy- 


State fia hie Sickness Special 
Be Le 

Now South alos (a) .. 105043 18,188 167 
Victoria .... oe. 4,111 ay oe 149 
Queensland oe 35,164 6,754 185 
South Australia (b) .. 3,045 6,246 
Western Australia oe 10,462 4,685 139 
Tasmania it oe 623 2,169 | ee Gem 
| TOTAL: 63,418 | 50,405 | 899 | 114,722 | 





(a) Includes hustralian Ccpitel Territory. (b) Includes Northorn Torritory. 


The relatively large amount of unemployment benofit paid in Quesnslend was 
lue mainly to the effects of power rationing togother with industrial trouble in the 
neat industry and soasonel unomploymont in tho sugar industry. 


In Wostern sustralia the rclativoly large amount of unemployment benefit 
vas due m-inly to retrenchmonts occasionod by shortage of power and of matorisls, 


DURaTION OF BEN@FITS DISCONTINUED 





Tho number of weeks during which boncfit was paid for each of the 7,277 
‘asos of benefit discontinued during July, 1946 is shown in tho following table:- 


DURATION OF BENEFITS DISCONTINUSD DURING JULY, 1946 : AUSTRALIA 


Duration of Unempl oyment Sicknoss | Total fe) | 7 
—enetit [Vales [Fousios | “orsons | Wales [Fem los 
Wooks — 
iss than i ee 123° 896 290 ey Ake | VO aie 1g? Lyk Ts 
and under 2 106 760 4.09 1 481 | 1,063 178 1,241 
ul oar San EE so 384 326 5S 454 764 76 840 
. ft 4 8 rae 309 04 363 600 62 662 
" ? is Vane BG £14 ee 249 424 49 469 
" " g 29 603 500 100 600 1,071 | ae 1,206 
, : pS 15 344 218 ai Zilia 048 74 622 
and ovor oe 19 48 455 110 065 ao. 131 1,062 





— 





‘Total: 3,665 | 324 34989] 2,751 | 515 | 3,266 | 6,430 | 847 | 7,079 


(a) Includes Special Bonefits (14 males, 8 fomales, 22 persons). 


Of the 7,277 benofits discontinucd during July, 1946, 1175 Gr woe cents) 
‘ere in receipt of benefit for loss than ono week, 2,081 (29 per cent) for from one to 
ess than three weoks, 1,131 (15 per cont)for from three to less than five wecks, 1,206 
17 per cont.) for from five to less than nin> weeks ind 1,684 (23 per cent) for nine 
eeks Gnd over. 
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Average duration of unemployment benefits discontinued was shorter than that 

of sickness. 22 per cent. of unemployment and 9 per cent. of sickness cases were in 
-receipt of benefit for less than one week, whilst for durations of less than three weeks 
_the percentages were 51 and 37 respectively. 


Of the 3,989 cases of unemployment bonefit terminated during July, 1946, 
3,688 (92.5 per sont secured employmont or failed to report (which in most cases means 
.that the beneficiary has securod employment without advising the Department of Social 
Servicos), 173 (4.3 per cent.) transforrcd to Sickness Benefit or to anothor district and 
~52 (1.3 por cont.) transferred to Rohabdilitation Allowance. 


Of the 3,266 cascs of sickness bonefit torminated, 2,839 (86.9 per cont.) 
recovered from their illness and presumably resumod omploymont, 156 (4.8 por cont.) 
transferred to Invalid rension, 132 (4 per cent.) transferred to Unomployment Benefit or 
to another district and 61 (1.9 por cont.) dicd. 


The number of unemployment claims admittcod and discontinued during July, 
1946, is understated duo to dolay in tho despatch from Quoensland of many grants due to 
_ power rationing. The balance of thoso grants will be included in tho August tabulations. 
_ These dolayed advices do not materially affoct the number on benefit at the end of July 
as the number of theso bonofits discontinucd <yproximated to tho numbor of admissions. 


PERSONS ON BENEFIT AT END OF JULY, 1946 


(1) TOTAL PERSONS, (2) Proportion por 10,000 in Employment. The proportion 


of persons on benefit at 3ist July, 1946, to the ostimated number of omployess in 
employment was approximately 76 por 10,000, comprising 39 unemployment, 36 sickness and 
1 special cases por 10,000. 


The following table shows the proportions for males and females separately:- 


APPROXIMATES NUMBER OF ©=RSONS ON BENSFIT AT 31ST JULY, 1946 PER 10,000 
WAGS AND SALARY EARNERS IN EM>LOYMENT : AUSTRALIA 


No. on benefit per 10 000 in emplo nent 


Sicknoss,| Special | Total | 


Males ee | per 10,000 malos ~ 94 
Females .- | per 10,000 fomelcs 2 32 


Persons ee | per 10,000 persons 39 | 36 


(1) TOTAL PERSONS. (b) State Totals. Tho following table shows the number 
of persons in each State in receipt of benefit at 31st July, 1946:- 





Sex Proportion 


NUMBER OF PERSONS ON PENSFIT AT 31ST JULY, 1946 : STATES 





Unemployment [| Sickness _| Special __ __ Total 
Males 


Females | Males |Femalos | Malos| Females | Males|Fomales | Persons. 
.@) 


New South Yeles(a) | 1,738 437 






State 






570 5 29 
Victoria _ 762 15 487 1 24 
Queensland oe | 4,132 247 £65 5 20 
South Austrslis (b) 408 8 124 2 5 
Nestorn Australia LOOT 53 ae a | UA 9 
Tasmania ee 130 2 7 2 


é 
TOTAL: | 8» 767 | 1,558 245i eee 15,668} 2,133} 17,804 





26 
3 





(a) Includes Australian Capital Torritory. 
(ob) Includes Northern Territory. 
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(1) TOTAL PERSONS. (c) Ages. Distribution of boneficiarios at 31st July, 
1946 according to age groups is shown in the following table: 


GROUPED AGE ~- PERSONS ON BENEFIT AT 315T JULY, 1946 : need 


Grouped Age Unemployment 


___ Sickness Total iam 


ee ec ot ns 
Hecamber 1946 Males cE Malos Lipset ome les Males omales 





fo. = 19 oe 505 
20 - 24 908 
| Sy.) 866 
30 = 34 *® 918 
35 = 39 “ 788 
40-44 ™ 970 
45-49 " 965 
50 = 54 . 1,068 
is ite: in 1,063 
so = 64 " gs) 

TOTAL: Se 76% 462 Gyan 





312 688 
403 910 
161 Bot 
141 jek, 
116 (toy 
118 818 
145 912 
87 930 


75 | 1,097 
. 905 


> 
| 0 2.10 
1,558 | 8,433 | 15,668 | 2,133 | 17,801 





(a) Includes Special Benofits (26 miles, 113 females, 139 porsons) 


The above table shows that the incidence of unemployment and sicknoss amongst 
males is greater in tho highor age groups, 59 per cent. of tho unemployment and 62 per 
cente of the sicknoss cases occurring in ages of 40 years and ovore The decline in 
numbers of females over the «ge of 24 yoars is due to tho smaller numbers in employment 
in these groups through large numbors quitting their employment on marriage. 


(2) UNEMPLOYMENT. (a) Industrial Groups. In the following statement is 
shown the distribution, according to main industrial groups of those who were in reccipt 
of unemployment benefits at 31st July, 1946. For comparison figures at 30th June, 1946 


are addeds:e 





Industrial Group 


Agricultural, rastoreal and Dairying 


Other Primary rroduction oe 
Goal Mining oe os 
Other Mining and Quarrying ee 


Factories end Industrial - 
Founding, enginesoring, metal work- 


ing including shipbuilding ee 
Vehicles, including aircraft oe 
Textiles and articles of dress .- 
Food, drink and tobacco oe 
Furniture, woodwork, etc. 0 
Other factories, including heat, 
light and power es 
Building and Construction ee 
Transport and Communication ee 
Gommerco and Finance - 
Wholosale and rotail trade ee 
Finance and proporty es 
rublic Administration and rro- 
fossional o° a 
rersonal and Domestic Service oe 
Other oe ee 
TOTAL: 


INDUSTRIAL GROUVS - PERSONS ON UNSM.-LOYMAZNT BENEFIT AT 31ST JULY 
AND 30TH JUN, 1946 : AUSTRALIA 
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On benefit at On benefit at 


30th June, 1946 | 31st July, 1946 
Males | Females | Persons 
924 3 
91 ~ 
2 
158 uf 
1,059 23 
213 6 
97 72 
1 5889 149 
166 2 
454 
586 - 
577 g 
901 38 
51 3 
697 36 
443 74 
155 15 


Je 


(2)> UNEMPLOYMENT. (b) Cause. The following table analyses the reasons 
‘or termination of employment as state: by bonificiaries admitted to benefit during 
fluly, 1946 and by those who were on benefit at 3ist July, 1946:- 

















CAUS OF UNEMPLOYMENT - CLAIMS ADMITTZD, BTC, DURING JULY, 1946 
AUSTRALIA 
Admitted during On benefit at 
Cause of Unemployment July, 1946 3ist July, 1946 
4 Pomales| Persons | Males | Femalos| Persons 
Discharged for disciplinary reasons 53 2 2D 99 4 
Discharged for other reasons - 
inefficiency, including medical 
unfitness ae oe Loy ie 209 884 
Retrenchment, including closing 
of establishment ee 661 a 692 1,043 
Replaced by re-=instated ex- 
service personnel, etc., reliev- 
ing worker only oe 270 27 297 645 
Other cischarges, including 
inadequately defined ee 62 - 62 91 
Laid-Off owing to « 
Power rationing a 916 pie let 305 
Shortage of materials ee 296 5 299 343 
Strikes, lock-outs within the 
saine cstablishment: oe ee 4 1G rd bh 
Seasonal work ce ee 338 6 344 1,243 
Casus.l work o oe S12 ‘. ale 655 
Other reasons, including 
inadequately defined es 04 1 95 99 
Tnadequately defined oe - - - 1,602 
Quitted = 
Medical unfitness, work too heavy 282 21 303 374 
Uther guits, including inadequat 
exy defined «a. ae 304 18 322 570 
Not Previously Employod = 
Employers, workers on own 
account he eo 66 2 68 102 
uix-servico personnel not yet 
returned to work oe gap 3 298 408 
Other os oe 4 6 10 13 
TOTAL: | 3,981 348 | 4,329 | 8,767 | 462 | 9,229 


ee eee eres SUSI Ee eer ee 


Discharges and lay-offs aro separations on the initiative of the employer, 
he broad distinction being that a discharge is final and thore is no likelihood of tho 
crson being re~engaged, at least in the noar future. A layoff is a soparation of a 
ore tomporary nature with the idea that the job will bo available again for tho omployoe 
S soon 3s circumstarcos permit. 


Quits are soparations which take place on the initiative of the omployoo, 


This classification was adopted as from ist July, 1946. Many bonefits 
Auitted prior to this date could not be allocated to sither discharges or lay-offs 
ccoause of an inadequate reason being stated. They have been included under tho hoad 
inadequately dofined". The numbers under this head will diminish as these benefits 
re discontinued. 
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3». SICKNESS. (2) Industrial Groups. The distribution sccording to main 
industrial groups of those in receipt of sickness benefits at 31st July, 1946 is shown 
in tho next table. 


C7 lec ee 


AND 30TH JUNE, 1946 : AUSTRALIA 





On eer ce at On benefit at 








Industrial Group 30th Juno, 1946 3ist July, 1946 
_ da: Soke Males | Females} Porsons tal Females | rersons 





Agricuiture, Pastoral and 





mo. Dairying a os a 280 
Other Primary Production Me 148 
Coal Mining ee us - 294 
Other Mining and Quarrying ee = 127 
Factories and Industrial - 
Founding, ongineering, metal- 
working including shipbuilding 64 1,304 
Vehicles, including aircraft i. 7 297 
Textilss and articles of dress Sos DOD 
Food, drink and tobacco ee 120 al oil | 
Furniture, woodwork, etce ee 9 244 
Other factories, including hoat, 
light and power oe 104. 679 
Building and Construction ee 1 657 
Transport and Communication es 49 681 
Commerce and Finance = 
Wholosaloe and rotail trade << 2293 858 
Financo and property oe 14 at 20 64 
Public Administration and Proe 
fessional ee a 2414 985 263 654 
Porsonal end Domestic Sorvico .e. 341 621 365 674 
Other ce o. 3 eo 4 oa 
TOTAL 6,127 | 1,377 | 7,504 .| 6.875. | 1,558 
rae I hl eos eee 





3e SICKNESS. (b) Naturo of Sicknoss. Tho following tablco shows tho | 
orincipal types of sickness, as stated on modical certificates, etc. of those who were in 
recéipt of Sicknoss Benefit at 3ist July, 1946, compared with those as at 30th June, 19463:-< 


NATURE_OF SICKNESS - PERSONS ON BENEFIT AT 31ST JULY AND 30TH JUNE, 1946 









AUSTRALIA 
At 30th June, 1946 doa | Boise’ [Poreana] 
Nature of Sickness Males | Femalos| Porsons| Males | Fomalos | Persons 

Infective and Parasitic Discases sie 381 110 494 434 123 She ie a 
Gancer ee ee 61 8 69 54. 8 62 
Other Tumours <6 oe 44 | 78 54 45 99 
Rheumatism, Diseases of Nutrition and 

Vitamin-Deficiency Diseases ee 496 138 634 ake s. HOS 
Diseases of - | 

Blood and Blood forming organs oe ay 38 89 32, 37 

Nervous System and Sense Organs oe aaa AK, FeO. 630 ae al 
Circulatory System oe 787 18 865 861 96 
Respiratory System ee 645 106 tot 801 pew 

Digestive System ee | 1,018 1383 1,201 1148 263 
Genito-Urinary Systom oe 280 {hs a9 04. 72 
Pregnancy, Childbirth, otc. ee - 121 121 - 134 

Skin and Cellular Tissue ee 5105 3 ie 46 349 319 60 

Bones and Organs of Movement ce 170 26 16 194 29 
Other Discascs (including Ill- 

Defined Conditions) ve 96 46 142 105 52 
Injuries and Acute Poisoning - 

Fracturos ne ee 132 70 802 628 76 

Other Injuries, otc. ee 421 SF) 478 479 50 
Opcretions (original disability not 

stated ) rae a a7 25 62 46 31 
Other aie ee ee 1A reels I | 33 1% 
TOTAL: : | Bye  l.ant Tyo04 |6,875 | 1,558 8,433 
TANS ais | a ee ee | Le 








ue 


Tho principal diseases includod in tho abovo figuros as at 31st July, 1946 
ioros= 


Infectious and parasitic disoasos - tuberculosis (127 males, 64 fomalos), 
nfluonza (123, 17)- rhoumatism, otc. = acute rheumatic fevor (75,36), chronic rheumatism 
ind other rhoumatic disoasoes (309, 57), rhoumatism not specified as acute or chronic 
69, 14); diseasos of tho nervous s stom = montal disorders deficiency (238, 147), 
louritis (129, 17); disoasos of tho circulatory systom - disoasos of tho myocardium 
196, 5), diseases of the coronary artorios and angina pectoris (162, 1), othor hoart 
liseasos (241, 30) varicos (92, 15), idiopathic high blood pressure (95, 23); diseases of 
ho rospiratory system - bronchitis (239, 37), inflammatory disoases of the lung and 
yloura (pncumonia, plourisy, otc.) (279, 44), asthma (110, 16); digoases of tho digostivo 
systom = ulcer of stomach (198, 14), ulcor of duodenum (142, 9), appendicitis (228, 94), 
jornia (223, 9); diseascs of the genito-urinary system - diseasss of the Kidneys and 


ireters (179, 39); diseases of the bonos, otc. = ostoomyolitis and periostitis (72, 6): 
‘ractures - of tho uppor limbs (225, vee of tho lowor limbs (421, 46). 





ROLAND WILSON 
COMMONVEALTH STATISTIC Lin 
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